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~ FRESH FACES

(INTHE FIELD

We're excited to welcome two new samplers to the
Chugach Regional Ocean Monitoring (CROM]) field team!
As part of CROM, they’ll play a key role in collecting high-
quality environmental samples, supporting community-
based monitoring, and supporting community-based
monitoring to build baseline environmental data and
inform communities on subsistence shellfish harvests.
Their addition strengthens our capacity to serve and
deepen our understanding of local ecosystems. We're
thrilled to have them on board!

Sev DEmMAS

"] started sampling for extra income, but as | got more
into it, | started to love what | was doing part-time!”

AUBREY JURGCTRSON

“I'm excited to provide samples to CRRC from Whittier, so that those
who rely on Whittier as their gateway to Prince William Sound can be
well informed about our waters throughout the year as they recreate

and participate in subsistence here.” '
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Phytoplankton tows are analyzed in the
CROM Biology Lab; species of particular
interest are Pseudo-nitzschia and
Alexandrium. These phytoplankton can
produce domoic acid and saxitoxin,
which have the potential to cause
Amnesic Shellfish Poisoning (ASP) and
Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning (PSP),
respectively.

Blue mussel samples are also sent in

" and are tested for both domoic acid
and saxitoxin to inform subsistence

«»  shellfish harvests.

are sent to the CROM Chemistry Lab
nere they are processed to better
iderstand the composition of our
" region’s sea water, including looking at
S m&asllrements such as pH.
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Ocean acidification water samples
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Above. Stereoscope image of well-develo w;, | sugar kelp gametophyte
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MEET MICHAEL OPHEIM

Tzl BAL FISH & lwc DLIFE uAmw

Okay, who are we kidding? You probably already know him. Michael is CRRC's
Tribal Fish & Wildlife Liaison. Based in Seldovia with family ties to Ouzinkie,
Michael enjoys fishing, hunting, and spending time with his dog, Buddy.

He's instrumental to CRRC, attending regulatory meetings, consulting on
projects, and compiling the monthly Tribal Fish & Wildlife Report. He does it all.

We recently sat down with Michael to talk about his work. When asked how he'd
describe his role, he said:

. “It's a role I'm excited to wake up for. It challenges me and helps me learn
n more about our region and our people. | believe in this work.”

Michael finds his work deeply fulfilling, especially being part of a team focused
on food security for Alaska Native communities.

ﬂ “Our foods are part of us, and people feel it when they don‘t have what they need.”

His favorite parts of the job include collaborating with staff, working directly
with communities, and learning from Elders and Tribal members.

Looking ahead, Michael is excited for projects that bring him into communities
to listen, learn, and help.

“When people are excited about the work, that energy is infectious. | love
helping organize Alliance meetings, trainings, and sharing updates in our
“ newsletter. | also enjoy working across departments because we all share
{I; common goals.”

Michael, we're so lucky to have you on our team. Quyana for all that you do.

ENGLISH BAY LAKES FILM PREMIERE
CLEANVVP EFFORTS MIOVE-FORWARD | IN NANWALEK

Our Tribal Fish & Wildlife Fisheries Program has been busy this fall! Fisheries Biologist Madeline In September, our Tribal Fish
Lee has been working closely with the Nanwalek community to clean up English Bay Lakes and & Wildlife Director, Fisheries
remove derelict hatchery net pens. Decades-old debris, including a wooden net pen, sunken Biologist, and filmmaker Bjgm
skiff, floats, pipes, and metal, was removed through the coordinated efforts of Nanwalek, Olson screened a film in Nanwalek
CRRC, and partners. Over 30 metal walkway pieces, each weighing around 1,200 lbs, were for the community. Highlighting
airlifted from the lake system with support from Maritime Helicopters LLC, Pursuit Maritime the deep ties between salmon,
LLC, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Nanwalek IRA Council. culture, and subsistence, the film

was made with Tribal member
We're thrilled these materials are being repurposed for community projects such as reinforcing support. Watchitnow on YouTube!

4-wheeler trails, building a lagoon dock, and creating a culvert for fish passage. Teamwork
makes the dream work. Quyana to the Nanwalek community, our partners at the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, and all who supported this cleanup effort.
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CULTURE WEEK
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We were thrilled to be able to attend the 2025 Mt. Eccles School Culture
Week in Cordova. This educational event is organized annually by the Native
Village of Eyak with support from the school. This year our Education and
Outreach Specialist and Climate Change Coordinator brought three activities
for cultural programming. One activity focused on how animals and people
adapt to the often cold and often wet environment of Prince William Sound
by testing how blubber, down feathers, and human skin adapt to cold water.
The second lesson built on the idea of adapting to the world around us using
natural resources by asking students to match animals to the Traditional
clothing, handicrafts, and items they were used to make. The third lesson
focused on mariculture and ocean monitoring, ending with a trivia game for
the students.

Mt. Eccles Culture Week brings Traditional knowledge, handicrafts, and
foods into the classroom. We are grateful to participate in this meaningful
and fun event!

\ AwA’ahdah to the Native Village of Eyak for organizing and facilitating Culture
Week (and supporting CRRC's partncnpatmn'] Special acknowledgement
to Danaya Hoover for her hand work in making this event special for all

students. Thank you to Mt. Eccles School staff for supporting this event.
\ Deep gratitude to the Elders and Tribal members who volunteered their time
i\ \\and knowledge to Culture Week programming. Quyana. AwA'ahdah
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At CRRC's annual staff retreat in September, Elder and
Community Catalyst, Diane Selanoff of Valdez led team
members in sewing salmon leather and fur keychains. Diane
often teaches classes on fur sewing in her community to a
wide range of audiences. When asked what teaching means
to her, Diane said, “We are always learning, always absorbing
information. That's why teaching is important; teaching and
learning can be directed.”

During the handicraft session, Diane also spoke on Chugach
region history, language, and told stories of the region. Diane
has also recently become CRRC's Community Catalysts for
Valdez, a role with our Alaska Southcoast Partnership, which
supports community-driven priority projects in our region.

Quyana, Diane! Thank you for sharing your knowledge with
our team!
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WE HOPE Y0U ENJOYED THIS EDITION OF 7Ze .ﬂ/yt a J%ricle-

In future editions, we hope this page can be a space fnr our communities
to share photos, artwork, stories, recipes and more. After all, this is your

j_jnewslatter' GRRG wurks on hehalf nf the Ch ugach reglon Tri bes tﬂ support L
Cnntact our Educatmn & Outreach

hear from yﬂu' ' Specialist, Robin, at robin@crrcalaska.org
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Ocean Sciences Festival

Alaska Marine Science Symposium

7 Mt. Eccles School, Cordova, Alaska 2 6 3 0 Anchorage, Alaska

Native Village of Eyak Sobriety

79 Cordova, Alaska 26 ﬂfi'fifﬂ.‘;ﬂk“: on the Environment

MOV . Whalefest Cordova Science Gathering

7-9 Sitka, Alaska ]2_]5 Cordova, Alaska

Have an event coming up in your community”?

Let us know so we can add it to our next newsletter! Email Robin at robin@crrcalaska.org.
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PATRICKNORMAN  BOYD SELANOFF  NANCILEEROBART  ARI SCHABLEIN SHEILA JORDAN
Chairman Chairman Vice-Chairwoman Secretary Treasurer

Port Graham Chenega IRA Council Tatitlek IRA Council Qutekcak Native Tribe Valdez Native Tribe
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TIMMY SELANOFF JIM SMITH DARREL OLSEN PRICILLA EVANS  SEBASTIAN DEMAS DANNIELLE MALCHOFF  NICK MEGANACK  CHARLIE JACKSON
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For feedback or questions regarding the newsletter, please reach out to our Education & Outreach Specialist

® . D

directly at robin@crrcalaska.org. For any other inquiries, contact us at admin@crrcalaska.org.
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